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DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN EDGEW ATER

The overall objective of these guidelines is to promote commercial development in
Edgewater that is urban in character, pedestrian-friendly, and strongly oriented to
meeting the needs of the adjacent residential neighborhoods.

1. Where existing commercial frontage is well maintained, aesthetically acceptable and
in sound condition, street front facade continuity should be preserved within the
context of the existing neighborhood storefronts and other development.

2. To the maximum extent possible, new development should be in keeping with the
historic or traditional vernacular of existing buildings and should provide clear and
consistent cornice lines.

3. Wherever feasible, existing comer buildings should be preserved and new
development promoted on vacant comers.

4. To the maximum extent possible, zero-lot lines should be maintained.

5. Upper floor space on commercial arteries should be encouraged for office~
professional or residential uses.

6. The highest priority should be given to the retention of structures of architectural
and/or historical value. Whenever possible, such buildings should be adaptively re-
used or integrated with proposed new development.

7. Parking should be to the rear and/or side of the development. Exceptions to this may
be made where parking to the rear or side will have a negative impact on the adjacent
residential neighborhood.

8. Allowance for pedestrian access to stores from parking lots is to be encouraged
through the creation of pedestrian lanes and sidewalks.

9. Where multiple stores are located within a single development, a consistent style for
awnings, building facades, pedestrian-scaled lighting and greenery, should be
adopted.

10. Signage, window treatments and guard bars should be aesthetically pleasing, simple,
and appropriately integrated with adjacent development(s).
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