Edgewater Field Test
June 16, 2005

TRANSOPOLY

Edgewater is a long-established community on the north side of Chicago, adjacent to Lake Michgan. It is one of the
most densely populated communities in the city, with housing styles that range from Victorian single-families to studio
apartments in modern high-rises. There are several major commercial streets in Edgewater, each with a distinct

identity,

Edgewater is built on a “grid” of predictable streets, which usually provide satisfactory options for all modes of travel.
The grid is enhanced by a variety of bus and rail lines. Several high-speed corridors impact the neighborhood’s

residential and commercial streets and intersections.

Four community organizations from Edgewater kindly agreed to participate in the first field test of Neighborhood
Transopoly™. Their recommendations are found below. Recommendations they made about fine tuning some of the
game protocols were invaluable and will be incorporated in the final version of Neighborhood Transopoly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

B Safety enhancements are essential. Although ™ Economic development is a high priority for these

Edgewater’s aldermen bring many pioneering safetyand  residents and business owners. In selecting transporia-
“traffic calming” improvements to the area, particular ~ fion infrastructure fo encourage economic development,

crossings and major roads remain very dangerous for they chose methods to slow traffic, improve the overall
pedestrians of all ages. Residents would like to see more neighborhood esthetics and encourage travel choice.

efforts to slow traffic and to encourage the use of alter-  There was no desire expressed to increase access to busi-

natives to private autos. nesses by automobile or to provide additional parking.

B Greening the community is perceived as another
way to encourage people to linger or drive cautiously
rather than speed through the community. Greening
and safety improvements were often proposed
simultanously for streets and intersections where speed-
ing traffic was seen as a problem. Greening was also
seen as a way to promote more walking and bicycling.
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B Transit is seen as a necessary and desirable asset
but one that suffers from aging infrastructure, particu-
larly some of the Red Line stations. New rail stops, Metra
and CTA, were proposed in the course of the game.
Although the group expressed some impatience with
bus bunching and with the high number of bus parking
areas in Edgewater, increased bus service was recom-
mended as a way to reduce heavy auto traffic.
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