Summary Report

WEST DEVON AVENUE

STREETSCAPE STUDY
DRAFT

Edgewater Development Corporation
Alderman Patrick J. O’Connor — 40" Ward ‘
Loyola University Chicago |

JJR Incorporated

General Note: This document should not be viewed as a
development or land-use plan, rather as a planning framework
that aims to stimulate further public discussion about the

opportunities for shaping future identity of these linked major
thoroughfares.
—— Prepared by: JUR Incorporated, October 7, 1999
- m——




. Overview
Il Streetscape Opportunities

- Summary of West Devon Ave. Planning Area
- Streetscape Opportunities Plan: Sheridan to Clark
- Potential Intersection Concepts

lIf. Potential Streetscape Elements: Character Images

- (Gateway Elements
- Planters

- Lighting

- Parking Solutions

- Fagade Composition
- Specialty Elements

IV. Appendix A — Potential Land Use Concepts

Comprehensive Plan: Sheridan to Ravenswood
Concept A.1: Sheridan to Bosworth |
Concept B.1: Clark to Ravenswood

Concept B.2: Clark to Paulina

Concept B.3: Clark to Paulina

Table of Contents



I. OVERVIEW

Letter from Project Leaders Here




11.

Summary Report

STREETSCAPE OPPORTUNITIES

A streetscape i1s very often a direct reflection of a community’'s vitality. A well-designed and maintained
streetscape commonly reflects a high quality neighborhood. A strestscape can also be both a source of
pride for neighborhood residents and a potential magnet for economic activity on a commercial street such
as Devon. It is a necessity to attract high quality tenants to the street and the patrons to keep them there.
West Devon Ave. 1S no exception.

A successful streetscape is one that serves and reflects its community and establishes its identity within
the city as a whole. This can be achieved both in the street's appearance and through the development
that lines the street. In the case of Devon, the streetscape must reflect the rich architectural and cultural
character of the street and surrounding community and be flexible enough to accommodate future land-
use changes and development on and adjacent to Devon.
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Summary of West Devon Ave. Planning Area

West Devon Ave. has a relatively narrow 66" R.O.W. and typically zero lot line development dominated by
first floor commercial and second/third floor residential. Sidewalks are typically 6 in width, Parking is
typically on street parallel with scattered off-street lots serving specific uses such as the funeral homes,
Clark-Devon Hardware and Dino’s Grocery Store. None of the lots along Devon meet the current city
Landscape Ordinance. A section of Devon between Wayne and Magnolia is lined with off-street parking.
making the street feel desolate. There is a noticeable increase in vehicular speed in these sections of
Devon.

Devon is bookended by two major thoroughfares — N. Broadway/S. Sheridan Ave. on the east and N. Clark
St. on the west. Both of these intersections have the potential to function as major urban gateways with the
potential to express the character of W. Devon. These gateways could also serve as civic/neighborhood
markers. The N. Broadway/S. Sheridan intersection, for example, forms a gateway for both the Rogers Park
and Edgewater communities, as well as Loyola University.

There is little room for street trees except at intersections and through the introduction of "bump-outs”.
However, there is opportunity for improved street and pedestrian lighting. hanging baskets, window boxes,
rooftop gardens, improved facades and awnings, pavement improvements, ptanters, public art, informational
signage and possibly new fountains at key intersections. There is also potential for some existing and
planned restaurants to interact more closely with Devon, both through sidewalk dining and by operable or
removable windows on Devon.

Devon is intersected by a series of residential streets with wide, tree-lined parkways. They create three
distinct intersection configurations where they meet Devon. each with individual aesthetic opportunities.
They are:

The “T" intersection where a residential side street terminates at Devon;

The “Offset” intersection where a residential side street “jogs” as it intersects with Devon; and
- The "Standard” intersection where a residential side street intersects Devon at a right angle without a jog.
in all three conditions, there is potential to extend the green character of the residential streets into the
Devon streetscape. Through this treatment, it is possible to give Devon a unique block-by-block character,
breaking the street down into a series of smaller districts yet with cornmon elements that tie the street
together as a cohesive whole.

The plan on the following page illustrates potential streetscape improvement opportunities on W. Devon
Ave. from N. Broadway/Sheridan Rd. on the east to N. Clark St. on the west. [t highlights the locations for
potenttal major urban gateways as well as a series of intersection improvements that are illustrated in more
detail on the following page. The plan also illustrates the potential for parking lot improvements to meet the
city's Landscape Ordinance, potential outdoor dining locations adjacent to existing and proposed
restaurants, improvements at intersections with existing alleys and assorted potential fagade improvements.
Finally. it illustrates the landscape connections between W. Devon and residential side streets that intersect
with it.
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